
  

 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

At a time when COVID cases skyrocket around the nation, the parish staff began to put the pieces in place for this 

year’s celebration of the arrival of the Babe of Bethlehem.   In last week’s bulletin, Deacon Paul wrote a very 

beautiful and pastoral letter stating an uncomfortable (but honest) truth:  Christmas 2020 at St. Margaret’s will 

look very different than years past.  We take seriously the responsibility to do all in our power to protect each and 

every one of you when you enter the doors of our church.  Our protocols for social distance and sanitization in the 

building go beyond the minimum requirements of local civic jurisdictions.  We have invested resources in 

improving the delivery of Mass to your home, to ensure we can be together in Spiritual Communion although we 

are physically separated.   

The following are the guidelines we are instituting for attendance at Christmas Masses this year: 

• Due to restrictions on the number of persons who can be present in the building at any given time, 

parishioners will be required to register to attend Mass on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.   

• In order to register for Mass, you MUST have been in the Lee’s Summit area for at least two weeks prior 

to the service of your choice.  Relatives from non-local areas will NOT be allowed to register.  “Grandma” 

and “Johnny home from school” need to stay home if they just blew into town! 

• Registrations will be taken beginning December 1st and ending on December 10th (or until all spots are 

filled) on a FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS.  When registering, please let us know 1st and 2nd choices if there 

is an option. 

• Registrations will be taken via email, in-person, or by phone.  You must register with either Cristen or Lexie.  

[Stay tuned, as we may be offering an online registration form as well]. 

• “Electronic” tickets will be issued and must be presented at the door upon arrival.  Let us know if you need a 

non-electronic ticket. 

• All seating will be assigned, and you will be escorted to your seat(s) by an usher.  Please plan to remain in 

your seat(s) once you are seated. 

• As Deacon Paul indicated, we invite everyone to consider remaining at home and joining us in Spiritual 

Communion via livestream.  Not only will this give you the opportunity to worship in-person or remotely 

with family and friends, it will also open up seating for those who may not have a reliable method of 

accessing the Mass via internet connection. 

The staff has a responsibility to you, our parish family, to do our best to celebrate the joy of the arrival of the Christ 

child while at the same time doing our best to protect each member of our community.  We cannot stand shoulder 

to shoulder and belt out our favorite Christmas hymns, we cannot enjoy the warmth of clasping the hand of a 

neighbor…but we can be together in spirit, we can share the gifts of hope and joy that came from the manger so 

many years ago.  More information will be coming in next week’s bulletin.  God bless you all, and keep the light of 

Christ in your hearts, especially during this year of challenges and changes. 
 

Cristen, Cathie, Lexie, Hillary, Ray, Deacons David & Paul, Fr. Ernie 
 


